
TALKING 
ABOUT RACE 

AS SHOWN BY 13th 
DOCUMENTARY



Preface

While there are countless different groups that experience 
racism other than the target group in 13th, African Americans 
are the only group of whom the majority of their ancestors were 
brought here against their will. Their unique experience is the 
reason this presentation focuses more heavily on them.

Racism is a very prevalent issue affecting a variety of people 
and many ethnicities. It’s important to understand racism as 
well as how we can work together to fight it so we can build a 
better future.



Racism
AS A

 structure



about the 13th

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7OWLWwqM9Tg


13th clips

http://bit.ly/13thClips
Play video At this link



Summary of the 13th
★ Racism has persisted and evolved as an institution
★ Criminals are constitutionally deprived of freedom
★ African Americans arrested en masse 

○ War against crime = War on drugs = War on race
○ Super predator: portrays African Americans as dangerous
○ Three Strikes law: third felony results in mandatory sentencing
○ Private prisons monetized mass incarceration
○ Financial disparities force plea bargains that almost always result in jail time

★ Felons who are released from correctional institutions are vastly 
limited in occupational, housing, etc. opportunities in society

★ RACISM IS NOT A CONCEPT OF THE PAST



whiteboard discussion What stereotypes 
might you have 
about your own 
culture and how 
can you work to 

change these 
perceptions?



STUDENT Survey

bit.ly/13thSurvey

Fill out A survey 
ON TODAY’S LESSON 

At this link:

http://bit.ly/13thClips


extra resources

● The full 13th documentary: https://bit.ly/36boQG5 

● Black Lives Matter: http://bit.ly/2fGemTc 

● Equal Justice Initiative: http://bit.ly/2fGfOoL 

● The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander: 
http://bit.ly/2fWa8aL 

● Minor Feelings: An Asian American Reckoning by Cathy Park Hong: https://bit.ly/2JVHhXm 

● Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson: https://bit.ly/3nsuaL8 

● The House I Live In (2012) directed by Eugene Jarecki: http://bit.ly/2dBUWAH 

● Showing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ): http://bit.ly/2fGhZZi 

● “On Solidarity with the Black Lives Matter Movement” : https://bit.ly/3a2vlvY 

https://bit.ly/36boQG5
http://bit.ly/2fGemTc
http://bit.ly/2fGfOoL
http://bit.ly/2fWa8aL
https://bit.ly/2JVHhXm
https://bit.ly/3nsuaL8
http://bit.ly/2dBUWAH
http://bit.ly/2fGhZZi
https://bit.ly/3a2vlvY



